Reading Comprehension Strategies for Parents

·   Previewing a text can be an excellent strategy for familiarizing your reader with text.  Previewing involves looking at pictures, graphs, charts, chapter questions, etc. to gain vital information from text.  It also allows the reader to see if the content is something the reader already knows something about.  If it is, previewing can help make those connections.

· Provide your child with background information about the story.

· Introduce words or concepts your child may not know.  

· After your reader has completed a piece of text (a story, chapter, article, etc.) or at any good "stopping" point along the way have him pretend that you were not there listening and have him retell you what he read.  Or, actually have him tell someone who was not there listening.

· When you read with your child, ask them questions about the book or story.  Ask them what, when, where, and why questions after reading it.  If she can't answer these questions try asking them after reading a page or a few paragraphs.

· Help your child make text-to-self connections.  Ask them how they feel about a situation in the book or what they would do if they were the character in the book.

· Help them make text-to-text connections.  Ask them: What other stories have you read that talk about this same topic?

· Ask your reader to write about the parts of the story that he likes best and share that writing with you.  This will be a first draft effort, so the focus is on meaning.  Editing is important but will come later, after there is good content to edit.  You can vary open ended questions in any way including what he or she would do to change the story, what the reader liked best or least about the story, what he would do if he was the main character, what he would ask the author, etc.  Try to keep the questions open-ended and more like a grand conversation than a school-like inquisition.

· Model making connections and what the reading makes you think about.  Talk aloud to your child about your predictions, connections, questions, and thoughts as you read together.  
